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The course aims to address the following questions to advance
understanding of democracy: Does the literature of transition from authoritarian
regimes shed light on the developmental trend and pattern of Soviet-type regime
transition? Is the liberal democratic order in crisis? What explains the
persistence and vulnerability of existing authoritarian regimes? How can
democracy be effective and sustainable?

Students are introduced to contending perspectives on the major issues of post-
communist democratization.

CF 3kl 7 )

The collapse of authoritarian rule in Southern Europe, Latin America and
East Asia which began in the 1970s, the breakdown of Communist regimes in
East Europe and the former Soviet Union which began in 1989, and the recent
color revolutions and the Arab Spring which began in the 2000s, have revived
interest in the study of democratization. Despite its initial achievements, some
setbacks remain. The longstanding debates on the causes and consequences of
democratization remain unresolved. The course mainly explores the ongoing
process of democratization in the post-communist countries in both theory and
practice and investigates sources of democratic backsliding and resilience.
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The course aims to address the following questions:
What is Russia’s role in the present world order?
What are the explanations of Russia’s international behavior?
What are the conditions that shape Russian foreign policy?
Students are introduced to contending perspectives on the main issues of
Russian foreign policy from theoretical and area points of view.

(b 3kM 7 )

Three decades after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia has been
searching for its own identity in a changing world, and the nature and practice
of Russian foreign policy have been through tremendous transformation. In light
of Russia’s revival and the return of great power politics, Russia’s foreign policy
has shifted from a defensive position to a more assertive direction, as indicated
by the war with Georgia in August 2008, the annexation of Crimea in 2014, and
the military intervention in Syrian war in 2015. The course explores the
continuity and change of Russia’s foreign policy under Vladimir Putin.
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